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Philip E. Bourne served as the founding dean of the University of Virginia School of 
Data Science, the University’s 12th school and the newest in its more than 200-
year history. A world-renowned biomedical and data science researcher, Bourne 
authored more than 400 papers and five books, launched four companies, received 
numerous awards, and was elected as a fellow of multiple scientific societies. 
According to Google Scholar, he ranked among the 10 most-cited scholars in the 
history of UVA with over 100,000 citations.

Before joining the University of Virginia, Bourne held several influential leadership 
roles in science and innovation. He served as the first associate vice chancellor 
for innovation and industrial alliances at the University of California San Diego and 
as the first associate director for data science at the National Institutes of Health, 
where he helped advance national initiatives in data-driven research.

As founding dean, Bourne led the creation of a new kind of academic enterprise 
— a “school without walls” — guided by the goals of advancing discovery, sharing 
knowledge, and making a positive impact on society through collaborative, open, 
and responsible data science research and education. Established in 2019 through 
a $120 million founding gift — the largest in UVA history at the time — the School 
of Data Science was designed to play a leadership role in the global digital future. 
Under Bourne’s vision, the School emphasized interdisciplinary collaboration across 
UVA, as well as partnerships with community organizations, industry, government, 
and nonprofits to apply data science to some of society’s most pressing challenges.

Bourne leaves a lasting legacy at the University of Virginia and in the global 
data science and biomedical research communities. His vision, leadership, and 
commitment to open, responsible science helped shape the School of Data Science 
and its mission to practice and teach data science for the common good.

In lieu of flowers, the Bourne family invites you to consider making a 
gift to the Data Science Faculty Excellence Fund. Phil Bourne believed 
that exceptional faculty are the foundation of 
meaningful education and lasting impact. This fund 
supports the recruitment, retention, and recognition 
of outstanding educators and researchers. A gift 
in his memory is a meaningful way to honor his 
commitment to students, scholarship, and the 
future of the School he cared so deeply about.

“Always look on the 
bright side of life”

- Monty Python



MUSICAL PRELUDE

YESTERDAY 
By John Lennon and Paul McCartney

EMMA CANDELIER, CELLO  
Director of Marketing and Communications, School of Data Science

BRIAN HELMKE, CELLO 
Associate Professor, Department of Biomedical Engineering

WELCOME

JEFFREY BLUME 
Interim Dean, School of Data Science

REMEMBRANCES

SCOTT BOURNE  
Phil Bourne’s Son

BRIE GERTLER  
Interim Executive Vice President and Provost

SCOTT BEARDSLEY  
President, UVA

JOHN UNSWORTH  
On Behalf of the Hell’s Administrators

PHIL COX  
Flinders University Classmate

CLOSING REFLECTIONS

JEFFREY BLUME

The School of Data Science is honored to gather in 
remembrance of Dean Bourne. We are grateful to the  
Bourne family for sharing him with us and for joining  

us today. We carry forward his vision,  
his generosity, and his spirit —  

Onwards.

REMEMBRANCES

JIM RYAN 
President Emeritus, UVA

MASON NICOLETTI 
President, Undergraduate Student Council

SCOTT STEPHENSON 
Chair, School of Data Science Advisory Board

LEO CHALUPA  
Roma Bourne’s Cousin

VIVIEN BONAZZI  
NIH Colleague and Family Friend

DON BROWN  
Founding Director, UVA Data Science Institute

ARLYN BURGESS 
Associate Dean for Administration, School of Data Science

TONY FLETCHER   
Phil Bourne’s Lifelong Mate

Seating is limited and on a first-come, first-served basis. Alternative viewing locations  
are Classrooms 205, 206, 305, 306, Corporate Commons, and Front Patio.
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